BIG CHURCH - WEEK 4
BIG AUDIENCE

GODS MESSAGE FOR THE WORLD...

e GODIS CALLINGUSTO

“The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been
counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name. ** Day after day,
in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped
teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ.
Acts 5:41-42

And Saul was there, giving approval to his death. Acts 8:1

e SATAN’S GOALISTO THE CHURCH

Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against
the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest > and asked him for
letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there
who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take
them as prisoners to Jerusalem. Acts 9:1-2

e TO PERSECUTE THE IS TO PERSECUTE

3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heav-
en flashed around him. * He fell to the ground and heard a voice say
to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” >“Who are you,
Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he re-
plied. ® “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what
you must do. Acts 9:3-6

e HE WILL PROVIDE THE
THE MESSAGE

FOR EVERYONE TO

B “l ord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this

man and all the harm he has done to your saints in Jerusalem. * And he has
come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your
name.” > But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instru-
ment to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the

people of Israel. Acts 9:13-15

2% At once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God.
2L All those who heard him were astonished and asked, “Isn’t he the man
who raised havoc in Jerusalem among those who call on this name? And has-
n’t he come here to take them as prisoners to the chief priests?”? Yet Saul
grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by
proving that Jesus is the Messiah. Acts 9:20-22

WHAT IS THE ESSENCE OF THIS MESSAGE?
‘> For what | received | passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, * that he was buried, that he
was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, ° and that he ap-
peared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. ® After that, he appeared to more
than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still
living, though some have fallen asleep. ’ Then he appeared to James, then to
all the apostles, ® and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormal-
ly born.

? For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called
an apostle, because | persecuted the church of God. 0 gyt by the grace of
God | am what | am, and his grace to me was not without effect. | Corinthi-
ans 15:3-10



